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Fourth Quarter, 2005
Rotarians Provide Material Aid for Orphans

The long-awaited transport trucks carrying new beds, mattresses, boo
wardrobes, desks, tables, chairs, and more finally arrived at the Casag
orphanage on November 14, 2005. The Casa Dorca is a rathe
orphanage in a remote village in southwest Romania. This orpha
operated by a group of Baptist churches, initially opened its doors to un
children in 1926. However, with the communist takeover at the end of
the Casa Dorca was forced to close in 1953. Not until 1996, after the
communism in Romania, was the orphanage again allowed to op
Renovations to a small building were completed and at-risk, unwante
abandoned children were again given refuge. In a country where aba
children are numbered in the tens of thousands, the Casa Dorca soo
itself filled to more than capacity. So, in order to properly accommoda .
children, the leadership decided to build an addition to the existing builg T -

Construction on this new wing began in 2000 and, as of November dfffishings from IKEAarrive atthe orphanage
year, is nearly completed. However, another challenge loomed large: although the structuresiesietiost finished, there
were no funds available to purchase the needed furnishings for the addition. In May of 200dssiinasifirom ArIington
Washington went to Romania with Kidstown, visited the Casa Dorca and upon his return to thg&d&oehes wife what
he saw. She was an active Rotarian and immediately starp== ; .
pursue funding for the orphanage through the Arlington Rq
Club. Another Rotary Club, near the Casa Dorca, co-sponf =
the project and in June of 2005 Rotary International anno
their approval of the joint request: funding for new furnishingg & :
the entire new wing and also funding for a newer vehicle to rej ’, .
the orphanage's very old one. The Rotary grant was for ‘
$25,000! With these funds new furnishings were purchasedf?
IKEA in The Netherlands. Contributions from Kidsto
supporters covered the expenses of transporting the furnig
to the Casa Dorca. It is amazing to see the extraordinary
that can come to pas
when people work
together towards i
common goal and fo
the benefit of others.

The Kidstown children in Romania, our staff, volunteers, and boafd of
directors want to extend our sincere and heartfelt thanks for your involvément
with us in bringing help, hope, and life to hundreds of children in Romnia.
Because of each of you, a child has a brighter future. By giving of yodirself,
your efforts, your prayers, and your finances you are creating opportupities
for children that otherwise may never have been possible. As you reflgct this
Christmas on the true meaning of the season, Jesus Christ, remember tha
helping orphans is something he would also do. Be encouraged as you loo}

—

Above: Rotary Club president Pavel Fistea and _ i
Kidstown director Matthew Smith commemoratethe | t© 2006 that you are making a difference! You are
completion of a joint project between the Arlington | helping to make the world a better place.

(WA) & Resita (Romania) Rotary Clubs, Rotary Warm wishes for this Christmas and for 2006! .
International, the Casa Dorca orphanage, and / ]
Kidstown International.  Above right: Resita " .

Rotarian stands with children of the Casa Dorca. Matthew Smith i




Skyrocketing fuel prices in the 3" quarter of 2005 prohibited Kidstown from sending
the 12 donated freezers to Romania as initially planned. As mentioned in an article in
the last newsletter, these freezers were donated to Kidstown by Electrolux Home
Products in St. Cloud, Minnesota. Many of our donors contributed finances for the
shipment of the freezers and we want to inform you that we still plan on sending them,
but just at a later date. Our original plan was to ship the freezers in a shared container
(not all contents belonging to Kidstown) but now the goal is to send the freezers in a
container along with other Kidstown supplies for the 10 orphanages we support. The
tentative timeframe for sending this container is next summer (2006). There are
many on-going needs that the orphanages have, as you can imagine. Would you look
over the following list and help us acquire these items? Setting a goal and obtaining
some of these supplies would be a great project for a church, a Bible study group, a
business, or a family! The reward is in knowing that you have helped meet some very
practical needs in the lives of a few precious children. Here are the things that are

needed:

x Shoes for ages 3-18 (300 pairs, new)
x Jackets for ages 3-18 (300, new)

x Clothes detergent (large tubs, powder)
x Toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap

Xx Notebooks, pencils, pens, paper

X New rolls of carpet for large rooms

X New soccer & basketballs

x Packs of socks and underwear (new)
x Winter hats and gloves (new)

x Children’s toys (new)

As a word of explanation, the reason that we
are requesting all new items is that we have
had difficulty in the past with Romanian
customs. As Romania approaches entrance
into the European Union, their import
regulations are becoming increasingly more
strict. (As an example, many of you
remember our coffee fiasco last year!) Thank
you for your understanding.

If you have some of these items to donate, please call Matthew at 360-
647-2470 to arrange a pick-up (if in the Bellingham area), or you can mail
to/drop off at the Kidstown office at 119 N. Commercial, #165, Bellingham,
WA 98225.




As 2005 comes to an end, perhaps you would like to give a charitable donatic
We hope that ministering to abandoned children is close to your heart and th
you will involve yourself in caring for these little ones through Kidstown. Financia
gifts are a huge part of this ministry and itis through donations that we can provic
10 orphanages with month-to-month support, that we can undertake special proje
like the shipping of furniture to the Casa Dorca from The Netherlands, and that v
can operate administratively here in the USA. Itis our policy to use donations |
accordance with the donor's wishes. Therefore, if you would like to give a donati
for use in shipping a container to Romania (see previous article), we will gladl
apply the donation to that. Or, if you would like to gi
general fund, we will apply such a donation to wher
the need is greatest. Would you consider giving a yea
end gift to Kidstown? All donations postmarked b
December 31, 2005 will be deductible for this calenda
year. Thank you for considering our request and for
being involved in this outreach.

In the 1970’s-80’s Ceaucescu’s population growth policies spawned an overflow of babies in Romania.
The attitude of many parents could be summed up this way: “The government wanted them (the babies), the
government can care for them.” So began an era of child abandonment to the care of the government. In the
early 90’s the West saw images of horrific institutions where the government housed up to 250,000 children.

Since Ceaucescu’s fall in 1989, Romania has steered itself towards membership in the European
Union (EU), which would mean trade, economic, and political benefits for the country. However, Romania has
a few “black marks” to erase before it can be a card-carrying member of the EU. One of the scourges it must
eliminate is the negative stigma it carries for the way it has cared for its abandoned children. So, in an attempt
to provide more “humane” conditions for children, the government is making a solid effort to shut down large
orphanages, create a foster care program, and reintegrate children with their biological families. On the surface
this looks great and to some degree it is working to the benefit of the children. However, looking below the
surface, I think that the situation is not as rosy as it seems. Consider the following: if all large orphanages are
to be closed, where will the children go? One answer is that the government is assigning some children to
smaller orphanages but this only creates an overcrowded living situation for the smaller homes. The foster
care program is up and running but it appears that many foster parents are more interested in the financial
remuneration they receive for being a foster parent than in the child which they are caring for. Reintegrating a
child to his or her biological family seems to be the utopia
situation for an orphan. However, when reintegration means
that a child will live in poverty, filth, and with little or no
education, is this really in their best interest?

This situation is a difficult one. Sometimes it seems
to be all about politics and yet at other times the good of the
child seems to be at heart. What do we do? We can be
observant and we need to help the
children we can.

—

Teag (center) received quality care in a Christain
orphanage but in October was re-integrated with
his biological family. Here is a picture of his
living conditions. |




Meet Ruf and Abel. They are brothers and come from a large family. Their mother became v
sick with cancer and spent most of two years in the hospital. Their father worked, but dic
have much time to be with the children. Then he lost his job, and the health of the motl
worsened. The children lived in very poor conditions, so much so that some days they e
tried to eat grass because there was no other food to eat. The parents deC|ded that it woul
better if the children lived in a
Christian orphanage. So, a
few months ago, Ruf and Abel
came to live in the Casa
Sperantei, a Christian
orphanage supported by
Kidstown. Since then, their
mother died. The boys
suffered much because of hef

death. Their father comes to \ -
see them often. . 1 Kg‘
| — 4

Abel is in the 5th grade and has adapted
well to life in the orphanage. He is very
friendly and hardworking. He likes to play
the keyboard and to sing.

Ruf goes to kindergarten and he likes
to play with toy cars. He likes to smile
and is a very curious boy.

Your friendship could change their lives. Sponsor one of these boys today!

Kidstown Essentials

Kidstown was formed in 1996 in response to the desperate need to help orphans in Romania,
Focused initially on helping 35 children in one orphanage, Kidstown now strives to provide

long-term support to over 200 children living in ten different Christian orphanages.

Kidstown endeavors to link families, couples, individuals, schools, churches, and businesses tg

children in Romania. Sponsors for the children provide financial, emotional, and prayer suppor

for the children. It is through these relationships that sponsors can make a positive impact on
the lives of children and change the course of their futures.

Kidstown is registered in Washington as a charitable organization and is classified by the
IRS as a 501(c)(3) entity. Kidstown is a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability and has an independent auditor review its finances on a yearly basis.
A copy of the most recent financial statement is available upon request.

100% of sponsorship donations are sent to Romania.

Kidstown International
119 N. Commercial, #165
Bellingham, WA 98225
1-800-328-6939
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